
July 27,2005

Dear Mr. Davis,

Judicial Conference members are keenly aware that the honesty and
integrity of each individual judge is necessary to l1'\flintain citizen
confidence in the judicial system. Michigan's One Court of Justice is only
able to function because Conference members daily provide a fair and
impartial forum for peaceful resolution of citizen disputes. However, when
JTC proceedings are initiated against a judge, prosecutorial zeal should not
overrun respect for the Constitutional foundation on which the judicial
system is based. Judges, like everyone else, have a right to expect the
limitations imposed by the Constitution will be respected and that they will
be entitled to a full and fair hearing without the threat of financial sanction.
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I am writing on behalf of the Judicial Conference of the State Bar of
Michigan to convey opposition to ADM 2004-60. The Judicial Conference
voted unanimously to oppose ADM 2004-60 at the July 15, 2005,
Conference meeting. Significant concerns regarding the proposal include:

Lack of Constitutional authority to impose costs
Threat of costs would have a chilling effect on
right to a full and fair defense

.

. exercise of a judge's

e Court not to adopt the provisions of


